
William Rose – A Busy first three weeks 

 
 

1st October – Launch Day – first time in the water 

and first row 

 
In the three weeks since her launch William Rose has been out on the water seven times (not counting one 

row which had to be cancelled as it was too windy). So far sixteen different rowers have been out for a row 

– some of them several times! 

 

First William Rose Club Row – Tuesday 4th October  
A choppy, windy day but we had had to cancel our planned row 

on the Sunday as it was too windy and we were determined to 
go out. So we had a challenging first ‘proper’ row after the 

launch. Our first excursion took us up to the Cattawade Bridges – 

passing by the Rose Builders building to say hello and show her 
off. Then back down to the Quay and back – trying to get the 

hang of Gig rowing. 
 

 
 
Saturday 8 October 
Out for another go – with a different crew and with Will trying out 
a very different technique for rowing the Gig.  

 

 

 

Thursday 13 October 
William Rose went for a Boy’s trip out, on another wet and 

blustery day. Despite the conditions and practice they 

made it to the Pink House for a coffee break where they 
ordered bacon rolls to be provided back at the Club.  The 

weather cheered up a bit mid-trip and they enjoyed it 
enough to want to do it again the next week! 

 
Saturday 15 October 
Our last chance to have a go in the Gig before the 
first races on Sunday - and it meant that all of the 

crew had rowed in the Gig at least once although not 

for long! Sharon had her race watch on and we tried 
various techniques and stroke speeds to see what 

effect they had. Sharon and Caroline practiced 
coxing skills along the way. The overall verdict was 

that we all needed a lot more practice! 

 
 

 

Sunday 16 October 
The first of the winter series of Harker’s Yard Gig races and we 

were off to Brightlingsea along with twelve other Harker’s Yard 

Gigs.  Our objective was to have fun, and if possible, not to 
come last. We succeeded on both counts. 

 
Post Race picture of the Crew  



  
Yes the fenders were supposed to be out! 

 
Across the three races (men’s, women’s and mixed) we came home 11th out of 13 Gigs on the day. The 

women’s crew did really well, coming 7th out of 13 Gigs in a close competition. Video of the women’s crew 

crossing the finish line https://www.facebook.com/marcel.mcclarnon/videos/10210054397663911/ 
A good first time out with plenty of room to improve over the series. 

 

 

 
Thursday 20 October 
Another Boy’s trip out on a very windy day. They had a 

bit of a blow down along the north shore almost to the 
Beacon and then a hard, bouncy row home.  They did 

well and earned their coffee and doughnuts in the Club 
afterwards, 

 
Thursday 21 October 
Another mixed day weather wise but the rain did not put off our rowers and we took William Rose out twice 

with two different crews. 

 

 

Our first row took us over to the Pink House 

where we stopped for jelly babies and a bit 
of chat. Then we rowed back to the Club 

Quay to disembark crew and to pick up more 
rowers. 

 
We picked up Ted and Jean from the Quay in the rain 

for their first row in the Gig. Ted is a member of the 

Company of Watermen and Lightermen - he said that 
they make a cup of tea when it rains, but came for a 

row anyway. In the end the sun eventually came out 
as we took a trip under both bridges, passing by the 

Rose Builders Building first. The tide was so high that 

it almost looked as if there was no room under the 
bridges – and we disturbed a Heron into flight as we 

came into the lagoon on the Suffolk side of the 
estuary.  

 

 

 

 

Great excitement on our return as we had 

picked up the frame and cover for William 
Rose earlier in the day and could cover her 

up safely until the next row when we next 
have some water in day light on Thursday 

morning.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/marcel.mcclarnon/videos/10210054397663911/

