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Commodore’s Corner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

Well, I can’t believe this is my last month or so as Com-

modore - it’s gone by so quickly I almost didn’t notice it, 

but not quite! I have to say I am both sad and relieved - 

looking forward to getting my life back, but there’s still 

seems so much remaining to do!! 

Last season has been busier than ever with a lot of projects taking place, above and 

beyond our normal activities, a lot of people involved in those projects and significant 

sums being consumed in the process. The great news is that we have continued to be 

successful with applications for external funding which has allowed us to achieve a 

huge amount against the ‘club funds’ being consumed. The pontoon project is at an 

advanced stage, with two out of three already rebuilt and launched before the winter 

weather beat us, and the modular dry storage pontoon for the safety rib has now been 

delivered and will be on station in the next few months. The latest application for ex-

ternal funding has been successful, which has allowed us to purchase an additional 

safety boat - clearly a huge asset to our club. 

We have added pipes and ducts to the West compound, to improve drainage and to 

supply water and power near to the main flood gate, and our ageing oar shed has been 

replaced by a new, purpose built larger shed which will also allow power services and 

security systems to be upgraded in due course. 

Although time and weather beat us last season, there is an advanced plan to attend to 

the surface and structure of the west slipway, which will be completed in the near fu-

ture, beginning shortly after the cruiser lift in. 

Needless to say a great number of people - members, committee, and simply friends of 

our club, have been involved at all sorts of levels in making our club what it is, and 

well, just making these things happen!  
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As is my tradition, I won’t try to name you all for fear of missing someone out, or acci-

dentally appearing to rate one persons contribution against another when they are all 

critically important, but to all those involved, please do enjoy a ‘warm glowing feeling’ 

and immense pride for what you have done for our club, and for what has collectively 

been achieved - it really is an amazing end result! 

On my part, I am just ‘enjoying’ hitting my 60th year and am currently away enjoying 

the sailing trip of a lifetime which I am sure will end far too quickly! The downside is 

that I have struggled to get internet access so I can both write, and send this - hopeful-

ly the electrons will eventually do their job!  

Despite my normal traditions, can I take this opportunity to say ‘thank-you’ to Dennis, 

who having run the bar for several years is standing down very soon and will be sorely 

missed. Dennis has not only done a great job running the bar but he has also expertly 

navigated the fine line between what the management committee needs and the 

needs of the clubs ‘drinking team’, which inevitably are not always one and the same! 

Dennis has listened to my sounding out ideas at times, sometimes supporting me, but 

also feeling able to tell me I have it wrong when needs be! He has involved himself in a 

great number of other activities to help the club, and always has the attitude of ‘no 

problem’ when help is requested. Finally, Dennis is very often also the first ‘official 

face’ a perspective new member sees, and to the best of my knowledge he hasn’t 

scared anyone off yet!! 

A sincere thank you Dennis, enjoy your next retirement!  NB. All applications for the 

post will be gratefully received! 

Commodore’s Corner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 
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I’d like to ‘sign off’ with a sincere thank-you to everyone for the support and encour-
agement I have received whilst being Commodore, and I really do hope I did a fair job 
for you all. Yes there are difficult moments that unfortunately go with the territory, 
however, there is also immense satisfaction to be had as well. In my view, there has 
never been a better time to offer your help and enjoy being part of the team - whether 
on the committee, or alongside it, the choice is yours! 

 

Good luck to my successor, and happy cruising, sailing, rowing, fishing and racing to all 
of you! 

 

Tim Goodwin 

Commodore 

Commodore’s Corner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 
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Cruising Report by Kelvin Howlett 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

13th-14th May: The season started with our annual Shakedown Cruise, this year a relatively 

short hop and overnight stay at Royal Harwich Yacht Club on the River Orwell. Often thin on 

numbers five boats turned out for this trip. Circe, Katla, Sonic, Gilliwatte and Apollo. HW Har-

wich was at 13.48, so four boats left Manningtree around 13.00 and with a steady southerly 

breeze we all made good speed arriving at RYHC around 16.00-16.30. Katla arrived at a similar 

time having left her mooring at Wrabness. Expecting our visit, the harbour master was very help-

ful and soon found us pontoon mooring and duly collected our money averaging £20 for the 

night. Following drinks, nibbles and tinkering aboard, we all met in the club house at 19.30 for 

drinks and ordered food from the varied menu. Boats left from 08.00 in the morning for the re-

turn to Manningtree. 

3rd-4th June:  A regular on the calendar is 

a well-supported Trip to Woodbridge 

which is ideally based around a 7/8 am tide 

making it possible to leave our moorings 

and enter the Tidemill Yacht Harbour on 

the same day. So on the 3rd June boats set 

off around 08.00. Chris and Ray Claytons 

had set out on the previous evening and 

Andrew Brown would join us from their 

berth in Shotley. With the evening tide at 

Woodbridge set at around 20.30 and the 

Sill at the entrance of the Yacht Harbour 

accessible approximately 1.30hrs before HW, boats took various options for breakfast and lunch 

before making their approach and entrance to the 

River Deben, this included picking up moorings at 

Wrabness, anchoring or entering Shotley Marina 

for food and drink in the Shipwreck restaurant bar 

(Shotley are happy for boats to pop in for a couple 

of hours for lunch or fuel with no charge for locking 

in and out or temporary berthing).  
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The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

Although the Deben is famous for moving shoals and 

potentially difficult entrances the bilge and lift keel 

boats all had adequate water before mid-tide on the 

day. The re vamped Tidemill Yacht Harbour has good 

facilities including BBQ area with half drum BBQs an-

Sunday morning. A measuring stick over the Sill at the 

entrance denotes when the tide has turned and it’s 

time to leave. I had arranged to make our return coin-

cide with our annual lunch time visit to Harwich Town 

Sailing Club, where they kindly provide us with 

lunch.  

All going to plan, Dave Perrot was bringing the Safe-

ty Boat to ferry us ashore as it was unlikely that we 

would all get mooring on Halfpenny Pier. Garron, 

single handed on 50/50, then called to say that Dol-

ma had picked up a fishing pot around his prop on 

leaving the Deben and that Andy Spiers and family 

on Elena Skye had gone back to try and help, also 

standing by where Matt Baker on Baloo and Roy 

Lance on Lazy B. The day was saved with the in-

shore lifeboat towing Dolma to Harwich. Thank you, Harwich Town for holding lunch, much to 

the frustration of some of their members who were waiting to tuck in. 

5th Aug: Shotley Sailing Club annually invites members to an evening BBQ at their Club. It’s a 

short hop and an opportunity to sail the river both ways without having to fight the tide. The 

motor boats of Paul Clarke in Tak 2 and Phil Smith in About Time Too joined the usual sail cruis-

ers for this overnighter. Several crews visited the Shipwreck bar mid-afternoon for a drink or two 

before moving on to Shotley Sailing Club for the evening BBQ. Thank you Shotley. 

9th-10th June: Suffolk Yacht Harbour, although relatively local, is somewhere we hadn’t visited 

as a club for a number of years. So, with a 14.55 tide, 6 boats, Apollo, Circe, Sonic, Spellbound, 

Tak2 and About Time Too, left their moorings and headed off for a pleasant evening and meal in 

the Haven Ports Club Lightship moored in the marina.  

7th-8th Oct: Four boats, Apollo, 50/50, Spellbound and the catamaran Makeda joined the Curry 

Cruise, sailed to the Ipswich Haven Marina for the traditional diner at the Passage to India res-

taurant. 

Cruising Report by Kelvin Howlett 
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 2017 Club Rowing Highlights by Caroline Cunningham 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

It has been another very busy year for coastal rowing at the Club. Our first row of 2017 was on 

the 2nd January when we had two crews out in Claydon Skiffs Witchoar and Lt. Washington. Our 

last row of the year was the ‘Blow the Cobwebs’ row on December 31st, followed by bacon 

butties in the Club.  

During the year we have been joined by lots of new rowers, some of whom have already gone 

on to race with us during the year, and the rest of us have grown another year older (some of us 

stronger and all of us wiser, possibly!) 

We row all year round and the winter is the busiest racing season for the Club’s Harker’s Yard 

Gig William Rose which was launched at the beginning of October 2016 with the help of a £10k 

grant from the Sport England Lottery Fund. The winter of 2016-17 was our first Gig racing sea-

son, and we set ourselves the goals of trying not to come last, and above all to have fun and 

enjoy rowing together.  The winter series drew to a close with the last event at Marconi Sailing 

Club on Sunday 26th January 2017. In rough and windy conditions Stour Sailing Club and William 

Rose had our best event of the season, coming home third in the women's, sixth in the men's, 

fifth in the mixed and third overall on the day.  

After nine events, and twenty seven races in the season 

we finished ninth of fifteen Gigs in the league overall, 

and most importantly we enjoyed (almost) every mi-

nute. 

Our year long Sport England funded project that ena-

bled us to buy the Gig ended on 31st May 2017, and we 

were able to report back on a really successful project that more than met our participation tar-

gets, meaning that we would be in a good position to apply for future funding.  

During the summer as well as Club rowing sessions at home we also race in events all round the 

East Coast and further afield.  On 8th July we took William Rose and Lt. Washington with wom-

en’s and men’s crews respectively for a very hot seventeen mile row from South Benfleet Yacht 

Club round Canvey Island (of course only possible with the help of a high tide!). 
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The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

Then in September we took Witchoar with a super vet (over 60’s) men’s crew and Lt. Washington 

with a veteran (over 40’s) women’s crew to the Great River Race. The Great River Race is an an-

nual race for over three hundred traditional fixed seat rowing boats. The race starts at Docklands 

and ends at Ham, in all a twenty two mile course which takes around three hours of hard rowing 

in a Claydon Skiff.  Each boat in the race has to have a Coxswain and a passenger so with our two 

boats we needed twelve crew members, four of whom were taking part in the race for the first 

time. This time the men’s crew took six men who all took a turn at coxing and rowing, the wom-

en’s crew took a more traditional approach with five rowers and a non rowing Coxswain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conditions for the 2017 race are best described as ‘interesting’, it was windy and rough for 

the first part of the course, with rain and hail later in the race.  Witchoar came home in 2:56:05 

seconds, taking second place in the super vet category and Lt. Washington crossed the line in 

3:13:31 taking thirteenth place in the highly contested women’s veteran class. 

 

 

 

 

 

The following month on the  22nd October the Club hosted the first event in the 2017-18 Harker’s 

Yard Winter Series. Storm Brian made life difficult for us but after much deliberation and watch-

ing of forecasts we decided to go ahead. On the day the conditions were challenging but safe for 

coastal rowing and fifteen Gigs turned up and raced. The beach was unusually crowded for Octo-

ber with spectators also watching from the Walls,  getting the winter racing season off to a great 

start. 

2017 Club Rowing Highlights by Caroline Cunningham 

The Men’s crew at the finish  The Women’s crew passing the Tower of London 
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2017 Club Rowing Highlights by Caroline Cunningham 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

As our home event the William Rose Crews were organising and running the day, and rowing 

had to be squeezed in alongside beach marshalling, getting boats in and out of the water, cook-

ing and serving food and starting and finishing races. We couldn’t have managed the event with-

out the tremendous help and support of Club members. Once again our members pulled out all 

the stops and put on an event to be proud of. 

Our crews included a number of rowers racing for the first time, and at least one rower who had 

never rowed the Gig before! However, at the end of the day we had made a good start to the 

series. William Rose came home 6th in the women’s, 14th in the men’s and 7th in the mixed 

with an overall placing for the day of ninth. 

Two months on we have competed in four more Harker’s Yard series events. The racing is ex-

tremely competitive this year with mass starts at some events resulting in mass finishes.  After 

the last event of the year on 17 December William Rose is placed 9th out of sixteen Gigs in the 

league overall with four more events to come in January and February. 

It has been a great year for rowing at the Club and 2018 promises to be just as exciting. Not only 

are we looking forward to our new Pontoons and especially our Gig Pontoon, but we also heard 

in November that we had been successful in our application to the Sport England Lottery Fund 

for a £10k grant to help us purchase a second safety boat to help us safely increase participation 

in rowing and sailing at the Club. 

On the rowing front we will be organising some have go sessions in the spring, as well as our 

Rowing Festival in June and hope to see even more people out rowing, but also just joining us on 

the water whether you use oars, sails or paddles. 

Between November and April when the club compound is full, rowing at Manningtree is in our 

trusty Claydon Skiffs that sit happily on a mooring all year round. However, we race the Club Gig 

William Rose away from home and sometimes also take her for a row at Brightlingsea at the 

weekend.  After the spring lift in we can row both the Gig and Skiffs at Manningtree.  

We aim to have two Club Rows a week all year, one during the week and one at the weekend.  

The dates are on the calendar on the Club Website along with lots of information about rowing 

at the Club.  The Club Gig is also available for independent use by ‘approved users’ who have the 

necessary experience.   

We know that not everyone wants to race, and we also welcome social rowers who just want to 

be out on the water and enjoy our beautiful estuary and its wild life from a completely different 

angle. If you would like to come out and try rowing you don’t have to wait for a ‘have a go ses-

sion’, get in touch with us rowing@stoursailingclub.co.uk. 
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Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

We had 5 seasons sailing our Strider Club catamaran Coco de Mer, which proved to us that our 

choice of a catamaran for a “retirement” boat was a suitable one (see Quay Street Magazine 3).  

However, with a rabbit hutch sized cabin in each hull plus a tent over the bridge deck (if not too 

windy), it was more like camping.  A cruise to the Aldeburgh area in early August 2015 showed 

us that 4 nights in such accommodation was as much as we could stand.  So we started looking 

for something larger. 

We were still looking for good sailing performance and, within our budget, the Iroquois looked 

suitable.  A 1960s design, built by Sail Craft at Brightlingsea, the Mark II Iroquois is more cruiser 

orientated than the rather hairy Mark I with greater hull volume and a masthead sloop rig in-

stead of the tall fractional rig on the original.  The trouble is, since they have been around for a 

while, owners have loaded them up with “extras” such as davits for dinghies, wind-generators, 

wheel steering, canopies etc.  The whole essence of sailing performance in a catamaran is to 

keep the weight and windage down.  In October we eventually found an unspoilt one at Lang-

stone Harbour near Portsmouth.  She had been laid up at the back of Langstone SC compound 

for a year, the owner having bought a Sagitta catamaran (what I would have gone for if I had 3 

times as much money but he had already found that its 20ft beam does not fit in any travel 

hoists, unlike the 14ft beam of the Iroquois).  This Iroquois has a custom-built cabin layout giving 

a larger dining area and more space for the WC.  Extra windows into the cockpit make her very 

light down below.  Rumour has it that she was built for Reg White himself. 

A survey did not find any serious problems so at the end of October 2015 Seaing Double became 

ours.  The first thing was to change the name; I can’t stand corny “catamaran” names.  We chose 

Makeda which, according to Ethiopian legend, was the name of the Queen of Sheba who visited 

King Solomon (II Chronicles chapter 9).  We had seen the remains of her palace at Axum in Ethio-

pia earlier that year. 

During the winter of 2015-16 I drove to Langstone several times to do the minor repairs noted 

by the surveyor and the necessary minimum fitting-out tasks such as antifouling.  Because all the 

gear had been stripped out of her during the long period ashore, part of the purchase agree-

ment was for the vendor to help set everything up again.  I did not want to be faced with a pile 

of gear; not knowing how everything fitted (she has Stackpack for mainsail and single-line 

reefing etc). 

This is our log, covering the voyage from launching at Langstone Sailing Club to our mooring at 

Manningtree. 
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Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

Captain:  Jerry Garner 

Mate:  Margaret Garner 

Sunday 10 April 

The skipper drove to Langstone the previous day, bringing clothes and food etc.  Spent the night 

aboard – very cold! 

This morning the ex-owner, Graham, brought a hose and muff so that we could test start the 

outboard before launching. 

Langstone Sailing Club has its own tractor powered travel hoist.  At about 1400 it was manoeu-

vred round Makeda and she was lifted and moved to the club slipway.  Skipper and Graham plus 

other helpers climbed aboard before we were lowered into the water, the outboard started and 

we reversed out of the hoist.  Wind was south-east 6-7 so it was difficult to get clear and the 

rubbing strake got a big scratch against one of the legs of the hoist.  Glad I hadn’t had time to 

refurbish the rubbing strake before launching! 

No opportunity for a test sail because of the weather.  Moored on the east side of the club pon-

toon with plenty of fenders.  Tested the loo pumps and inserted the log paddlewheel. 

Skipper then drove car back to Bradfield. 

 

 

Going in At least it floats  
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Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

Monday 11 April 

1200  Skipper and mate arrived by taxi from Havant station.  Weather calm but wet.  Put our 

bags aboard then went for lunch at The Anchor, across the road from Langstone SC.  Graham (ex

-owner) met us when we returned, he had come during his lunch break from IBM, the biggest 

local employer.  We gossiped until 1340 then we got the boat ready. 

1450  Left pontoon under power.  Langstone SC is between the current road bridge to Hayling 

Island and the remains of the old railway bridge.  We just fitted between the piers of the old 

bridge and made our way into Langstone Harbour. 

Motored on at 2-3 knots while we got the mainsail up and organised.  Wind light SSW.  Motored 

SW down the channel with the main just filling close-hauled. 

Lowered main near the old Mulberry harbour then turned east into Sinar Lake. 

1550  Picked up a very weedy mooring in 6+ metres. 

1750  Making tea, having tidied up and had a rest.  Disaster!  We forgot to bring the bread! 

Amazing strong ebb here, as bad as Waldringfield. 

1800 Inshore Waters Forecast: variable mainly SW 3-4, smooth/slight, rain/showers at first, good 

occ. poor at first.  Next 24 hr: SW 3-4 mainly fair, good. 

Tuesday 12 April 

HW Dover 1546 BST 

A cold night.  Woke to calm and fog! 

0600 Inshore Waters forecast: Variable mainly S 3-4, smooth/slight, mainly fair, fog patches lat-

er, good. 

0915  Still thick fog.  Boat prepared for sea but not going anywhere yet! 

Scrubbed the wooden cockpit floor grating which was very slippery, due to algae growth during 

long time ashore. 

1005  Left mooring under power as fog appeared to be clearing.  Going very slowly as it is very 

shallow in this inlet. 

In the main channel the fog looked bad so we chickened out and went back; only for it to clear 

so we turned round again and motored out of Langstone Harbour.  Hoisted main near Langstone 

Fairway buoy but a light head wind so still motoring. 
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Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

1100  Winner buoy to port.  Steering 120° but still a head wind. 

1120  Chichester Harbour abeam. 

1200 Inshore Waters forecast: Variable mainly S 3-4, smooth/slight, fog patches, moderate/

good occ. very poor. 

1215  Bore off at Boulder buoy (the western end of the Looe channel) and set genoa.  Both sails 

just filling but will continue motor-sailing until past Selsey.  Sunny but a slightly murky horizon. 

1305  East Borough Head buoy (the end of the Looe channel round Selsey Bill).  Having lunch. 

1315  Engine died.  Pumped the fuel bulb and it re-started.  Genoa furled as no significant wind; 

main just filling. 

1339  Engine causing worry.  Occasionally seems to nearly die; a squeeze of the fuel bulb seems 

to rescue it – why?  Fuel supply seems OK. 

1600  Ran out of fuel so swapped to 2nd tank but had a devil of a job re-starting. 

1800 Inshore Waters forecast: Variable 3-4, smooth/slight, fog patches, showers later, moder-

ate occ. very poor. 

1815  Moored in Brighton Marina; on linear pontoon ahead of a huge new Nauticat.  The owner 

kindly sent his teenage son to take our warps.  Charge for marina £28-33. 

Went to ASDA (next to marina) for bread and other provisions. 

Nauticat owner invited skipper aboard (through patio doors into a deck saloon as big as our 

lounge at home!) to look at wind forecasts on his computer (predictwind.com). 

Mate cooked a good pasta meal. 

And so to bed. 

Wednesday 13 April 

HW Dover 1629 BST 

A good night.  Some disturbance around 0500 as early 

risers set off to catch the west-going tide. 

Had breakfast (with toast at last!) 

Skipper took 12 litre tank to ASDA to fill with cheap petrol rather than marina sort.  Re-installed 

tank. 

Entered route to Sovereign Harbour (Eastbourne) in GPS. 

Moored at Brighton Marina  
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1010  Left berth.  Had trouble starting the outboard.  It seems the “in-gear” cut-out is not al-

ways off even with the lever in neutral.  Very shallow in this marina at low tide. 

1020  After clearing the marina we set sail but the very light SW wind gave us a max 3knots 

over the ground. 

1100  Added engine.  Very light S breeze.  Very sunny. 

Picked up a VHF “All Ships” warning from coast guard to beware a “semi-submerged catama-

ran about 25 feet long” about 5 miles SW of Selsey Bill!  (That evening I sent Graham a text 

message announcing our safe arrival.  I could just imagine some helpful Langstone SC member 

saying “Graham, is that your catamaran they’re warning about?”) 

1150  Newhaven abeam.  Hot!  Mate stripped off and sunbathed for a while. 

1200 Inshore Waters forecast: Variable 3-4, smooth/slight, thundery showers then fair, good 

occ. poor. 

1230  Wind (such as it is) backed more south-east.  Still motor-sailing.  Headed us still more so 

furled genoa.  The undulating ridges of white cliff, known as the Seven Sisters, are to port. 

1315  Off Beachy Head we heard a Mayday call on the VHF: Somewhere ”west of Beachy 

Head” an engine fire on a fishing boat.  We searched the horizon but could see nothing.  When 

we heard that the Newhaven lifeboat was on its way and the problem seemed to be an engine 

overheated rather than on fire, we gave up thoughts of attempting a rescue.  Set the genoa 

and bore off for Eastbourne. 

1330  Our first real sail without the engine: 6+ knots. 

1400  Eastbourne pier abeam. 

Called Sovereign Marina for a berth.  Lowered sail and motored into the outer harbour.  Both 

locks were showing red lights although one was obviously empty and ready.  We circled round 

and called up again and were told the right hand lock was green (liar!) so we entered and tied 

up.  Nice man gave us an electricity card and fobs for entry to toilets/showers etc and showed 

us where our berth was.  After the water dropped 2-3 feet we motored through to the indicat-

ed pontoon. 

1515  Moored to D2 pontoon.  Marina fee £28-33. 

Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 



 

 16 

Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

Thursday 14 April 

HW Dover 1752 BST 

0600 Inshore Waters forecast: Variable 3-4 becoming S 4-5 later, smooth/slight occ. moderate 

later, showers later. 

A cold night.  Up at 0630.  Coffee then breakfast.  Returned key fobs to marina and prepared to 

leave. 

0855  In the west lock of Sovereign Marina.  

0920  Fairway buoy.  Motoring with main up.  Very light head wind.  Sunny but cold.  Visibility 

moderate. 

0950  Put on the Autohelm for the first time.  It steers better than we do.  The little chirruping 

noises it makes led us to christen it “Birdie”. 

1010 Coastguard navigational warning that Ramsgate East Brake buoy is ¾ mile north-east of its 

proper position. 

1045  Off Bexhill.  Main plus engine, close-hauled, making 3.8 knots over the ground.  Don’t 

these south coast towns look awful from the sea?  Makes Clacton and Walton look lovely! 

1128  Set genoa but left engine on to maintain speed.  4.2 knots over ground.  Sunny but a bit 

murky ahead. 

1200 Inshore Waters forecast: South backing East for a time 3 or 4 occ. 5 later, occ.rain or 

showers, occ. poor. 

1215  Engine died.  A big battle to find the problem.  Eventually discovered that the fuel pipe 

connection to the outboard was not properly attached.  One could manually push it on tight but 

the catch was not clicking home to hold it on.  No hammer available (which would damage the 

fitting anyway) but eventually used the handle of the bilge pump as a lever to force it on until I 

felt the catch click.  In struggling with the outboard, leaning over the stern, the skipper caught 

the toggle of his lifejacket which inflated! 

1255 Off the coastguard station east of Hastings. 

1420  Winchelsea abeam.  Coast receding as we head for Dungeness. 

1525  Dungeness power station abeam.  Still motor sailing as not enough wind to keep the sails 

still. 

1600  Altered course for Dover west entrance.  Furled genoa, virtually no wind. 
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Bringing Home Makeda by Jerry Garner 
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1700  Getting a bit misty.  No wind. 

1740  Light breeze from dead ahead; misty. 

1850  Called Dover Port Control for permission to enter west entrance.   

We entered the west entrance crab-like due to a vicious cross tide.  Eventually found our way to 

Granville Dock, berth E69, at 1930. 

Paid at marina office £22-85 for one night.  Took petrol tank to nearby BP/Spar to fill and 

bought milk, cheese etc. 

One thing discovered after we had bought Makeda: there is a small locker in the cabin with 

racks for 4 wine glasses and 2 bottles.  I knew she was my kind of boat!  Suitable liquid refresh-

ment was had with our meal that evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven Sisters Astern Beachy Head 

In Sovereign Harbour 
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Friday 15 April 

HW Dover 0617 BST 

A good night’s sleep.  Woke at 0600. 

0600 Inshore Waters forecast: S or SW 5-6 inc 7 for a time then veering W4-5 later, slight/

moderate, occ. rain/showers. 

0830  Left our marina berth after calling Port Control for permission – but we met a tug and 

dredger moving out of a berth just outside the dock gate, causing a tight situation. 

Motored along inside the south breakwater.  When we got to the knuckle in the breakwater we 

called Port Control again, as instructed, then motored out of the east entrance.  Just 10 

minutes ahead of DFDS ferry coming in. 

0910  When well clear of the entrance we rounded up to hoist the main, with one reef.  Then, 

with part rolled genoa, we set off on a dead run.  Wind SW 4-5.  We are steering 060° but track 

is 077° due to the ebb tide under us. 

0945  We have reached the waypoint which is marked as a diamond with a G in it (funny that is 

clearly marked on the chart but no sign of it on the water out here).  Gybed onto port tack.  We 

were running at 7½ knots at first, then the weather got dull so we had coffee. 

1030  Making 6 knots over the ground.  South Brake buoy 2.1 miles ahead. 

1055  Luffed up at the South Brake buoy to head for Ramsgate No.4 buoy.  Started engine just 

before the buoy and lowered sail just after.  Moderate waves outside the harbour.  Called Port 

Control for permission to enter then called the marina who gave us a choice of berths in the 

west marina. 

1155  Moored in berth E2.  Had lunch and a snooze. 

1430  Checked in to marina office and paid for one night £26-64.  Then walked to Waitrose for 

milk, bread etc.  Bought a scrubbing brush for the cockpit floor in a small hardware store.  

Walked back along the harbour and had tea/coffee aboard.  Then, while the skipper washed 

up, the mate scrubbed the cockpit floor to make it less slippery. 

Later; skipper entered waypoints and route for Harwich.  Raining. 

1800 Inshore Waters forecast: Cyclonic 4-5 becoming W then N 5-6, smooth/slight, occ. rain/

showers, moderate/good.  The Shipping Forecast gave a gale warning for Dover “later” with a 

low in Portland moving to German Bight by mid-day tomorrow.  Will we be able to leave for 

Harwich?  
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Saturday 16 April  

HW Dover 0751 BST  HW Harwich 2031 

0600 Inshore Waters forecast: W veering N or NW 4-5 inc. 6 at times in N, slight/moderate, 

occ. rain/showers, moderate or good. 

A quiet night. 

0645  Dull day with a fresh wind. 

0910  Cleared marina, having called Port Control for permission to leave harbour.   

0925  Near Ramsgate No.4 buoy.  Hoisted main with one reef, part rolled genoa.  Engine off.  

Heading for Broadstairs Knoll buoy making 7 knots over ground.  Trinity House ship “Patricia” 

was working off Ramsgate, presumably re-positioning the East Brake buoy. 

0950  Luffed up round Broadstairs Knoll and now heading for Elbow buoy.  6.8 knots.  Wind NW 

4-5. 

1015  After Elbow we put the second reef in and rolled up more genoa.  Wind top end of force 

5 and a steep beam sea tending to throw us over at quite an angle.  Set the boards to the 

“heavy weather” configuration recommended in the literature.  The leeward board up and the 

windward one half down so if the weather hull tried to lift there would be no tripping effect 

from the lee board and the boat would hopefully just slide to leeward. 

1150  South Knock buoy abeam to port.  Heading to Kentish Knock buoy.  Skipper made soup 

but the mate feeling queasy.  Wind getting a bit lighter. 

Once we got in the lee of the Kentish Knock bank the waves were smaller. 

1200 Inshore Waters forecast: N or NW 5-6 dec. 3-4, slight/moderate, occ. rain/showers, mod-

erate/good occ. poor. 

1210 Shook out 2nd reef.  Mate retired to cabin.  Skipper had sandwich lunch. 

1230  Wind tending to head us. 

1245  Kentish Knock buoy abeam to starboard.  Altered course for Long Sand Head. 

1310  The “Patricia” now slowly overtaking us to starboard. 

1405  Mate now recovered and took the helm while skipper took the opportunity to pump out 

the holding tank.  No dead fish noted astern. 

1450  Tacked just south of Long Sand Head buoy, which was now being serviced by “Patricia”. 
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After this it all went downhill.  The wind became variable in strength and direction.  Mainly NW 

4-5 but sometimes required 2nd reef and reduced or enlarged genoa. 

1800 Inshore Waters forecast: N or NW 5-6 becoming W or variable 3-4. 

The tide was now against us and, whichever tack we chose, the wind headed us; swinging by up 

to 20°.  Birdie had been steering for much of the afternoon but could not cope with this.  After 

getting us backwinded and effectively hove-to he was dismissed in disgrace.  We kept having to 

tack north, which took us no nearer Harwich, to avoid being swept down the wrong side of the 

Gunfleet sand. 

Eventually we reached the Medusa buoy but it was still a battle to make north towards Stone 

Banks.  At least we got plenty of practice at reefing and un-reefing etc! 

It was dark by the time we reached the Stone Banks buoy.  With Harwich directly upwind, we 

checked the fuel reserves, started the engine and furled the genoa.   

The GPS took us safely past Harwich breakwater and the Harwich Shelf buoy.  The mate was 

rather concerned at the number of large ships entering and leaving Harwich harbour at the 

same time.  Skipper pointed to the depth sounder to show there was no way they could get 

near us! 

Off the Navy Yard we called up Shotley Marina. 

2255  Moored on G pontoon Shotley marina. 

Since HW tomorrow is 0949 at Mistley we would need to make a very early start.  Instead we 

declared that Sunday would be a lay-day!  
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Saturday Race 

Pictures courtesy of Caroline Cunningham 
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Saturday Race 

Pictures courtesy of Caroline Cunningham 
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Sunday Games 

Pictures courtesy of Caroline  Cunningham 
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Sunday Race 

Pictures courtesy of Caroline Cunningham 
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Sunday Race 

Pictures courtesy of Caroline Cunningham 
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I tossed my tender to the tide 
All by the hard, the western side, 
By Barge and shoal my course denied 
I span and ran the ebbing tide, 
Channelling through the chocolate flats 
Where callous gulls in envy sat. 
 
I sought a hide a resting place, 
So near yet far like thought in space, 
A summer cave in summer light 
Swinging left then swaying right. 
 
Well hitched upon a Drascombe Lugger, 
Watching waiting like a mother 
For a chain pile or a sign 
Of some attachment or design. 
 
Then like a periscope in war 
A rising swivel lately saw, 
The cotyledon and the seed 
Precursors both of coming deeds. 
 

To mark the place a ruddy globe 
Was shackled on and soon it rode 
Buoyant in the shallow ripple 
Like a sun or toppling skittle. 
 
Now my Bay Mare could be tethered 
Safe in each and every weather 
Ready, sure to spread her wings 
Where whales can sound and seals can 
sing. 
 
I dragged my weariness ashore 
Mud hauled my dinghy to its store, 
One glass was lifted with good reason 
To celebrate the coming season!  
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March 28th—the AGM will be held at the Red Lion at 
7:30pm. A membership renewal desk will be open from 
6pm. 

June 16th and 17th—Rowing Festival 

July 14th and 15th—Regatta  

The dates of races and cruises are on the club's website and they will also 

appear in the club's programme for 2018, which will be printed shortly. 

If you are willing to organise an event, please let us  know about it (best 

done through the website (http://www.stoursailingclub.co.uk/contact). 

Also remember that the parlour maybe used at any time by members for pri-

vate functions; all that you need to do is to check in the Club’s Diary (located 

in the bar), and put your name in at the selected date. 

The Bowsprit Spring 2018 

CLUB CALENDAR 

Obituaries 

We regret the passing away of fellow members of the club: 

 

Peter Lewis - 26th August 2017 

Jimmy Reddington - 9th October 2017 

Robin Finch - 25th January 2018 
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  Thank You SSC for Training! by Nicolas Kumai Girard 
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Dear SSC, 

Thanks to the support for young people, I was able to pursue my sailing education last 

summer. 

I am nine years old and live in Manningtree; I am found of sailing and enjoy it at 

the beach most Sundays from April till October.  The Club does not provide training in 

Manningtree but we can get it at other clubs; this year I chose the Royal Harwich YC 

at Woolverstone. It is a very nice place, with a brand new foyer (I particularly enjoyed 

their lunch time!), and very good sailing dinghies; I was given a Topper and could 

learn many skills sailing on the Orwell. For sure there was enough wind, with plenty of 

practice for jibing and capzising! 

My dad was also very glad; all he had to do was to book the training, contact Pete, 

the person in charge of training at the SSC, and he received a cheque with the money; 

it is so simple! 

I really look forward to the summer holiday and doing it again this year!  

Nicolas 
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The 2017 season has been successful for storage in the West compound with mem-

bers being allocated the space they requested. 

Shortly after the compound was cleared of cruisers, with the help of Tony Jiggins, the 

middle tender rack was replaced. Tony also made a frame for a wind break in the East 

compound to replace the temporary one which had lasted for three seasons. 

I finally cleared out the oar shed, removing a number of oars that were not marked 

with their owner's membership number. 

Drainage in front of the racks and near the flood gate has been a problem for a num-

ber of years. The plan is to have a gully drain running through this area leading to a 

sump near the flood gate which will be emptied with an electric pump. So far power 

and water, with some pipe work, has been run in a trench from the oar shed to the 

flood gate. The oar shed is to be replaced with a slightly bigger one , on a concrete 

slab, to allow for upgraded electrics. 

Members with inflatable dinghies stored in racks are requested to keep them pumped 

up as, when partially inflated, they tend to "flop" in to their neighbours' space. 

 

Will Langton 

Compound Manager 

 

Anyone Interested? 

There are two single seat kayaks, one donated and one abandoned, and a windsurfer 

without sail looking for new owners for a small donation. If anyone is interested 

please contact Will. 
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Events Report 
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After a great year we are now looking ahead to 2018 and we have got lots in the pipe-

line already! Push the Boat Out will be for the whole of May this year, so keep an eye 

out for our related events. 

 

16th and 17th June is the rowing festival which is always great fun to watch. Shortly 

followed by the Manningtree Town Regatta on the 14th and 15th July. Tickets will be 

available nearer the time, but get the dates in your diaries now! 

 

Later in the year will also be our 75th Gala Dinner, which is sure to be a great event 

after a very successful dinner recently at Hintlesham Golf Club. We're hoping to make 

next year even better to celebrate 75 years of wonderful club events, so any ideas/

suggestions of venues please let me know! 

 

Lastly, I hope you all have a great New Year and I look forward to seeing you on the 

water or in the club in 2018! 

 

Stef Godwin 

Social Coordinator 
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THE EDITORS PAGE 

Dear Readers, 

A huge thank you to those who have contributed to this edition of Bowsprit: 

 

Caroline Cunningham 

Margaret and Jerry Garner 

Stef Godwin 

Kelvin Howlett 

Nicolas Kumai Girard 

Phil Cunningham 

Sid Smith 

William Langton 

Fair winds to all this winter! 

Alexis Girard 
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