
Harker’s Yard Gig Association 
Class Rule 

 
This Class Rule applies to all competitions carried out under the Harker’s Yard Gig Association ‘Rules of 
Racing’. Failure to comply will result in exclusion or disqualification. 

1. The gig 
a. A Harker’s Yard Gig built by Pioneer Sailing Trust at Harker’s Yard, Brightlingsea, from wood or 

GRP without any modifications to hull or structure. 
b. All floorboards in bow and stern section to be in place. 
c. Rudder and original (or of same dimensions) yoke in place. 
d. Original foot bars in place. 
e. No commercial advertisement or company logo shall be exhibited on the hull of the gig. 

 

2. The oars 
a. Oars shall be made of timber. The use of plastic or leather sleeving, facings or wear strips fastened to 

oars to protect wooden parts from wear is permitted. 
b. Oar blades can be “spooned”, but blades to be symmetrical about a horizontal plane through the 

shaft axis, i.e. the top of the blade should be a reflection of the bottom. Use of epoxy sheathing 
and/or paints to protect blades is permitted so long as the blade design is unaffected and not 
improved upon. 
 

3. Equipment and safety - to be carried on board at all times 
a. A handheld marine VHF radio as a primary means of the coxswain communicating with the shore - 

charged and working, and in a waterproof case as required. 
b. At least 2 means of efficiently bailing the boat. 
c. Personal Flotation Devices (either a suitably serviced lifejacket or a buoyancy aid) for each crew 

member. These must be available at each rowing station, should rowers choose not to wear them. If 
a crew member is under the age of 16, they must wear a PFD at all times. 

d. Coxswain to be wearing their PFD at all times. 
e. A first aid kit including thermal protective aids for all crew. 
f. A rescue throw line/bag. 
g. Spare thole pins (both hard and soft). 
h. Minimum of 4 suitable fenders (2 per side) to be tied to fore and aft thwarts and deployable. 
i. Bow fender fitted and deployed. 
j. 2 lengths of rope of at least 12mm diameter and at least 5 meters in length, securely attached to the 

strong points (rings) in the bow and stern of the gig and capable of being used to tow boat with 
crew, and for mooring. 
 

4. Other 
a. All boats and crews taking part in events must be covered as a minimum by suitable third party 

insurance, with racing cover. 
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